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Division 50:  Zoological Parks Authority, $10 936 000 - 
Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 

Mr M. McGowan, Minister for the Environment. 
Ms S. Hunt, Chief Executive Officer, Perth Zoo. 
Ms M. Price, Accountant. 
The CHAIRMAN:  The member for South Perth. 
Mr J. McGRATH:  I will try to be brief, because we still have a number of divisions to go.  I refer to service 1, 
“Visitor Services”, on page 878.  One of the items under the heading, “Key Efficiency Indicators” is “Total 
customers admitted to the Zoo”.  I notice that no prediction is made that the number of customers will increase in 
2006-07, whereas in each of the previous two financial years, attendances increased by 10 000.  Will people be 
able to visit the Zoo at night?  I say that because the third dot point under “Major Initiatives For 2006-07” at 
page 880 reads - 

Develop a long-term strategic plan for Perth Zoo’s Great Australian Night Stalk program. 
There is also a lighting program.  Is that amount of funding for those programs not too high? 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  The figures to which the member is referring show that there will be an increase in the 
number of customers admitted to the Perth Zoo.  Perth Zoo is quite well-known as being one of the best zoos in 
Australia, and per head of population it has the best attendance of any zoo in Australia.  There is a prediction for 
an increase in total customers.  I expect that once the Mends Street Jetty improvements are undertaken, more 
people will come through the Zoo, because there will be easier access, disability access and so forth. 
Mr J. McGRATH:  What about the new train station? 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  The train station is also a great initiative.  We will see some improvement on that.  We 
love building train stations in the member’s electorate!  In fact, his predecessor was quite happy that he had 
decided he wanted a station in his electorate, even though he had opposed the railway.  That was quite 
interesting. 
I defer to Mrs Hunt to answer the member’s question about the Night Stalk program. 
Ms S. Hunt:  The Great Australian Night Stalk program is a community-based education program that we have 
undertaken to allow people to engage in night spotting of native animals in the wild.  This is done in conjunction 
with Tiwest, which is one of our sponsors, and also in conjunction with CALM under its Western Shield 
program.  It is not a program that we run in the Zoo.  It is an outreach program.  It has now been running for over 
five years.  The Night Zoo program is no longer continuing.  We need to always be responsive to competition.  
Like any attraction in the city, we are subject to a lot of competition.  We found when we were running our 
Night Zoo program that it was not feasible to stay open so late at night.  However, we have a number of other 
opportunities for people to visit the Zoo at night, such as sleepovers for kids, and our Twilight Concert program. 
Mr J.N. HYDE:  The fourth dot point under “Major Initiatives For 2006-07” on page 879 reads - 

Complete construction of Stage Two of the Elephants of Asia exhibit redevelopment. 
Will the minister outline what the state government is doing to ensure that the Zoo’s 20-year-old elephant exhibit 
is upgraded to maintain the Zoo’s high standards?  I apologise to the minister; last year I knew the names of the 
four elephants.  Permai is one elephant acquired 13 years ago from Malaysia, and Tricia is the elephant that came 
from Singapore 43 years ago.  The former director of the Zoo is a constituent of mine.  I have been working 
closely with him, through the Australian Embassy in Thailand, and we have just signed off to get new elephants 
for Taronga Park Zoo and Melbourne Zoo.  I would love to see the day we get an albino Thai elephant into 
Perth, but perhaps that is a long way into the future. 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  That is a special project.  The Zoo’s elephant exhibition was opened in 1986.  These 
things need to be constantly updated and improved.  Elephants are very smart, and they get bored quite easily.  
There is an allocation of a further $2.6 million in capital funding to enable the completion of that redevelopment 
project.  The project includes, thus far, a swimming pool; modifications to the elephant barn, including larger 
stalls; and a new exercise display area, which the member will see when he visits that exhibition.  There will also 
be additional viewing areas; a new barn for the male elephant; additional display and exercise areas for the 
female elephants adjacent to the new yard; and access to a grove of mature rainforest trees.  That is a total cost of 
$5.2 million in capital works to make life better for the elephants.  There is some concern around the world about 
the conditions of animals in zoos.  We take that matter quite seriously. 
Mr J.N. HYDE:  Did the minister say we would be getting a new male elephant, or is that rehousing for the 
existing elephant?  
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Mr M. McGOWAN:  It is for the fellow who is there at the moment. 
Mr J.N. HYDE:  The gentleman.  Okay.  My other question on the same point relates to the feeding of elephants 
and other animals in the Zoo.  I am trying to initiate a project to engage our local primary school students to take 
over unused railway land and water authority land to grow specific species and genii of plants that are needed for 
the many international animals at the Zoo.  What are we doing to progress the production of food for the exotic 
species of animals at Perth Zoo? 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  I will let Mrs Susan Hunt answer that question. 
Ms S. Hunt:  We require a lot of fodder for our animals, so I welcome any interest in that matter.  We have only 
three koalas, but they eat a lot of eucalyptus leaves.  We have our own eucalyptus plantation at Byford, and that 
has 8 000 trees that are used to provide eucalyptus leaves to feed those animals.  We are always working closely 
to keep that eucalyptus collection up. 
[4.40 pm] 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Is that because koalas are native to the eastern states?  Is it an eastern states plantation? 
Ms S. Hunt:  Yes.  They have to be eucalyptus types that are palatable to koalas.  In addition, we have the Asian 
collection.  The Nepalese red panda needs a lot of bamboo.  Other large consumers of plant fodder are primates, 
giraffes, tortoises and native species.  We work quite closely with local government in using their road reserves 
to grow fodder.  We have also had an agreement with the Banksia Hill Detention Centre over the past two years 
to grow acalypha and coprosma and other native trees to assist with our fodder production.  We welcome any 
further assistance because our staff spend a lot of time obtaining fodder.  We also get donations from the public 
to continue to feed the animals because it is hard to grow everything on site.  We grow a lot of the food at 
Byford.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  The first dot point at page 875 under “Significant Issues and Trends” refers to the retirement of 
the Zoo’s debt liability.  Can the minister inform us why the debt - 
Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Just add it to the cost of the railway line! 

The CHAIRMAN:  Order, members! 
Mr J.N. HYDE:  Thank you, Mr Chairman, for picking up the unruly interjection.  Can the minister inform us 
why the Zoo’s debt has been waived? 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  It is a good question.  The Zoo was struggling until last year, when the government 
waived the debt.  It was around $17 million in debt.  During the 1990s the Zoo was given authority to borrow 
money to undertake a range of works within its boundaries.  The work undertaken included the bush walk, the 
reptile encounter and the penguin plunge, but there were no funds provided to repay the debt.  The Zoo could not 
generate enough money from gate takings because that money was necessary for ongoing operations.  Last year 
the government decided to repay the debt of $17 million.  The Zoo is now debt-free and able to get on with its 
operations without that burden hanging over its head.  It is a great outcome for the Zoo.  It enables the Zoo to 
look at projects around the world to assist with endangered species. 
The appropriation was recommended. 
 


